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PER CURIAM. 

Romeo Casino Hardin appeals the district court’s imposition of a 

life sentence without parole following his conviction for murder in the 

first degree, a class A felony in violation of Iowa Code sections 707.1 and 

707.2 (1995).  The district court imposed the life sentence on Hardin, 

who was a juvenile when he committed the crime, following a 

resentencing hearing.  On appeal, Hardin claims his sentence of life in 

prison without parole constitutes cruel and unusual punishment in 

violation of article I, section 17 of the Iowa Constitution. 

In State v. Sweet, 879 N.W.2d 841, 839 (Iowa 2016), we held that 

under the cruel and unusual punishment clause contained in article I, 

section 17 of the Iowa Constitution, juvenile offenders may not be 

sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole.  Accordingly, 

we reverse the sentence imposed by the district court and remand the 

case to the district court for resentencing consistent with Sweet. 

DISTRICT COURT SENTENCE VACATED AND CASE 

REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS. 

This opinion shall not be published. 

 


